
Duration

8 days

Activity Level

Moderate

Journey Type

Land

Icons of Belgium
June 8-16, 2027

Antwerp, Flanders & the Ardennes | Starting from $5,145/pp

Art, gastronomy and history are just three things that make Belgium shine. From your base in vibrant Antwerp, embark on a journey to 

discover Belgium’s artistic and architectural legacy in the lively capital of Brussels and the medieval gems of Bruges and Ghent. Visit key 

sites of World War II’s epic Battle of the Bulge, the massive assault by German forces that was successfully repelled by U.S. troops, and 

visit the Mardasson Memorial, a tribute...
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Day-by-Day Itinerary

Icons of Belgium ~ Antwerp, Flanders & the Ardennes

Air Program: 9 days/8 nights (includes 1 air night)

Land Program: 8 days/7 nights

Breakfasts: 7 | Lunches: 3 | Dinners: 3

B | L | D denotes included breakfasts, lunches and dinners.

• This itinerary is subject to change due to operational conditions.

• A special note about air: If you have purchased only the Land Program, please book flights that arrive on Day 2, 
the first day of the Land Program. The date is listed at the top of your Reservation Confirmation.

• Activity Level ratings indicate each excursion's physical expectations. To make the best personal choice, please 
evaluate each excursion's rating and your ability to meet the tour's demands. Please note, excursions on this 
program require walking on cobblestones, unpaved paths or uneven surfaces and getting on/off motor coaches. In 
Bruges, motor coaches must park outside the city center, requiring approximately a 20-30 minute walk to the city 
center.

Mild — Walk under 1 mile on mainly flat terrain; navigate under 50 stairs; stand under 1 hour

Moderate — Walk 1–3 miles on flat/uneven terrain; navigate 50–100 stairs; stand 1–2 hours

Active — Walk 2+ miles on flat/uneven terrain, including up and down inclines; navigate 100+ stairs;  stand 3+ hours

Depending on the excursion, more leisurely alternatives may be available.

Day 1 | Depart gateway city
AHI FlexAir passengers depart for Brussels, Belgium. Please check your luggage from your gateway city to your arrival city. Your claim 

checks should have the following airport code: BRU.

Day 2 | Brussels, Belgium | Antwerp

Sapphire House Antwerp

D
Arrive at Brussels Airport. Proceed through immigration to the baggage claim area and retrieve your luggage. After completing customs, AHI 

FlexAir passengers traveling on flights that qualify for the group arrival transfer and Land Program passengers who have purchased seats 

on the group transfer should exit the baggage claim area and proceed to the designated meeting spot, where an AHI Travel representative 

will meet you. The meeting location will be provided with your final documents.

Transfer to Sapphire House Antwerp. Please note, if you arrive before check-in time, your room may not be immediately available.

Antwerp. Marvel at Antwerp’s beautiful cityscape during a walking tour of the historic quarter and learn about its history as a commercial 

powerhouse in the late Middle Ages. During your walk, pass by the medieval castle Het Steen, the city’s oldest building, and Vleeshuis, 

the former butchers’ guildhall. Stroll through the bustling Grote Markt, the main market square. Surrounded by medieval guildhalls and a 

Renaissance city hall, the Grote Markt hosted international medieval trading fairs. Continue down the Oude Koornmarkt, the Old Grain 

Market, a street where grain merchants gathered weekly to sell their goods, to Vlaaikensgang, a picturesque medieval alley lined with 

restaurants, art galleries and antique shops. The alley was home to the city’s cobblers, who rang the bells of the neighboring Cathedral of 

Our Lady in times of emergency. See the cathedral, the largest Gothic church in the country. (Moderate)
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Gather for a Welcome Reception and Dinner to kick off your Belgian journey.

Day 3 | Antwerp

Sapphire House Antwerp

B | L
Start each morning with a delicious breakfast at your hotel.

Enrichment: Contemporary Belgium. During a presentation by a local expert, learn about the geographical regions of Belgium and 

corresponding linguistic divisions. Dutch, French and German are the country’s three official languages, though native German speakers 

account for less than 1 percent of the Belgium’s population.

Red Star Line Museum. Antwerp has a strong link to the immigrant story of the United States. As you explore the Red Star Line Museum, 

discover the stories of the European emigrants who bid farewell to the continent as they boarded ships destined for North America. 

Between 1873-1934, 2 million men, women and children came to Antwerp from all over Europe to walk across the gangway of Red Star 

Line ships, hoping for better opportunities when they next walked across the gangway on the other side of the Atlantic Ocean. Among the 

shipping line’s most famous passengers were Irving Berlin and Albert Einstein. Einstein was a frequent passenger, choosing Red Star 

Line for his journeys to the United States. He also traveled aboard a Red Star ship on his final 1933 journey to the U.S. to escape Nazi 

Germany. (Moderate)

Take a break for a group lunch at a local restaurant to savor Belgian cuisine.

Antwerp Central Station. Tour Antwerp Central Station, nicknamed the “Railway Cathedral” for its eclectic architecture. Architect Louis 

Delacenserie drew upon many influences, including the Pantheon in Rome, to create his eclectic design. (Moderate)

Free Time: Enjoy a free evening to explore Antwerp’s dining scene on your own. There is something for everyone: wine bars, brew pubs, 

fish restaurants, international cuisine and even street food. Your Travel Director will be happy to offer suggestions and assist you with 

making reservations.

Day 4 | Bruges

Sapphire House Antwerp

B | L
Bruges. Spend a full day in beautiful Bruges and its UNESCO World Heritage old town, which has an impressive collection of Gothic 

architecture. The city, due to its coastal location, was a prosperous, medieval port town, one of Northern Europe’s most powerful cities as 

a member of the Hanseatic League. Bruges still hosts an annual fair that began in 1200. During the Middle Ages, the growing wealth of the 

city led to a flurry of civic and religious construction projects that you’ll see today: the Market Square, Belfry Tower (which is UNESCO listed 

on its own along with the belfry of Antwerp’s Cathedral of Our Lady), Town Hall and Chapel of the Holy Blood. In the 15th century, Bruges 

fostered the artistic development of the Flemish Primitive school. Tour the Groeninge Museum to admire a rich collection of paintings 

created over a span of six centuries, including works from the Flemish Primitive era. At the Museum of the Church of Our Lady, admire 

Michelangelo’s sculpture, Madonna and Child. (Active)

After working up an appetite on your walking tour through the old town, visit a local brewery for a delicious lunch and a beer tasting.

Canal Cruise. Bruges also is famous for the canals that wind through town. Sit back and enjoy a relaxing cruise through the city as you 

pass historic landmarks, leafy parks and more. (Active)

Free Time: Spend some time exploring Bruges on your own.

Return to Antwerp for an evening at leisure.

Day 5 | Antwerp

Sapphire House Antwerp

B | D
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Take advantage of a morning and early afternoon at leisure to explore Antwerp on your own. Perhaps you’ll visit the Port House, which 

features a very modern architectural addition atop a historic fire station, or visit some of Antwerp’s interesting neighborhoods. You may 

wish to return to Vlaaikensgang to browse through the shops and then visit the cathedral to gaze upon its vaunted paintings by Rubens. 

You may decide to stop by the Middelheim Museum to admire the sculptures on exhibit.

Belgian Chocolate Workshop. At the studio of an artisanal chocolatier in Antwerp, roll up your sleeves and learn how to make your own 

sweet treats with expert instruction. Your chocolatier explains where chocolate comes from while sharing the secrets of working with this 

delightful confection. Take away your chocolate creation to enjoy later. (Moderate)

Tonight, gather with the group for dinner at a local restaurant.

Day 6 | La Roche-en-Ardenne | Bastogne

Sapphire House Antwerp

B | L
Battle of the Bulge. Travel to the Ardennes, a region in southeastern Belgium that was the center of World War II’s pivotal Battle of the 

Ardennes, more famously known as the Battle of the Bulge. In the town of La Roche-en-Ardenne, learn about the conflict as well as the 

daily life of the soldiers involved in the fighting at the Battle of the Ardennes Museum. Continue to Bastogne, which was valiantly defended 

by a U.S. Army division surrounded and outnumbered by German forces. See the Mardasson Memorial which honors fallen U.S. soldiers. 

(Moderate)

Enjoy lunch with the group at a local restaurant during your tour.

Return to Antwerp, where the evening is free to enjoy on your own.

Day 7 | Brussels

Sapphire House Antwerp

B | D
Atomium. Delight in a visit to the Atomium, a futuristic structure built for the 1958 World’s Fair! Shaped like an atom on the outside, the 

inside passages are straight out of a sci-fi movie. (Moderate)

Continue to Brussels, where you’ll have time for lunch on your own before a walking tour of the historic district.

Brussels. Get to know Brussels’ charming old town, known as the Îlot Sacré. Stroll through Le Grand-Place, the city’s historic market 

square, and admire the centuries of architecture represented in the surrounding buildings. (Moderate)

Gather for a group dinner in Antwerp.

Day 8 |  Ghent

Sapphire House Antwerp

B | D
Ghent. Stroll through Ghent, one of Belgium’s oldest cities, on a walking tour. See the Town Hall, which combines late Gothic and 

Renaissance architectural styles; Gravensteen, or the Castle of the Counts; Patershol Quarter, one of Ghent’s most popular neighborhoods; 

and the guildhall-lined Vrijdagmarkt square, where locals gather for weekend markets. Step inside Gothic St. Bavo’s Cathedral to see Jan 

van Eyck’s “The Adoration of the Mystic Lamb.” (Moderate)

Have lunch on your own before returning to Antwerp. 

Tonight, celebrate your journey to Belgium at a Farewell Reception and Dinner.

Day 9 | Depart for gateway city

B
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After breakfast, AHI FlexAir passengers traveling on flights that qualify for a group transfer and Land Program passengers who have 

purchased seats on the group transfer depart for Brussels Airport for your return flights home. Your Travel Director will provide the details.
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What's Included

Program Overview

– Small group:  Sized just right at 28 guests.

– 7 nights in Antwerp, Belgium, at the first-class Sapphire House 
Antwerp.

– AHI Connects:  Local immersion.

– AHI Sustainability Promise:  We strive to make a positive, 
purposeful impact in the communities we visit.

– Complimentary travel mementos.

Meal Program

– 7 breakfasts, 3 lunches and 3 dinners.

– Welcome and Farewell Receptions and a Welcome Dinner to 
mingle with fellow travelers.

– Tea or coffee with all meals, plus wine with dinner.

– Opportunities to sample authentic cuisine and local flavors.

On-site Features

– Deluxe motor coach transfers during the Land Program with 
baggage handling.

– Engaging excursions  showcase the local culture, heritage and 
history.

– Enrichment by expert speakers  enhances your insight into the 
region.

– Free time to pursue your individual interests.

– Tipping of guides and drivers.

– A personal VOX headset to hear your English-speaking guide 
clearly.

FlexAir Travel Program
Need assistance booking your travel arrangements? Our 
experts are here to help. Our air program offers the following 
benefits.

Trip Transportation

– Assistance in the event of schedule changes or delays

– Arrival and departure transfers on group dates

Price Guarantee

– Price guarantee to protect you from fuel surcharge increases 
after ticket purchase
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Travel and Hotel Accommodations
Sapphire House Antwerp
Adjacent to the world’s first stock exchange, Sapphire House 

Antwerp in the historic heart of the city evokes the atmosphere of 

its former lives as an elegant 16th-century mansion, then a bank 

headquarters. Your city-center location makes it easy to explore 

Antwerp on your own When you’re not out and about in the city, 

relax with a book in the Ottomer Library or meet friends for a pre- 

or post-dinner drink in the Sapphire Bistro. Each evening, unwind 

in your comfortable, well-appointed guest room.

Tripadvisor
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Pricing
Trip Price (USD)

Base Price $5,145

Special Savings (Expires September 22, 2026) -$250

Full Payment Discount * -$250

Special Price $4,645

You Pay $4,645 per person

Package rates are per person based on Double occupancy from Land Only. Prices include all service charges; port charges when applicable; U.S. government taxes and fees. 

The minimum deposit is $1000.00 per person. To view Program Terms and conditions please click here. Some airlines may impose additional charges if you choose to check any 

baggage. Please contact your airline or refer to its website for detailed information regarding your airline's checked baggage policies.

*Full Payment Discounts are only available at the time of booking with initial payment 150+ days prior to departure. This offer only applies to full payment at the time of reservation. 

Details on how to qualify for this savings will be included when your reservation request is confirmed.
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